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Midterm English 1010

Includes:

• Rhetorical Rationale of Semesters Writing Experience. 

• Revision  of 3 Essays:

1. Reflection Essay -  My Choice of Career as a Massage Therapy

2. Visual Essay - Mary Blair’s Concept Art for “It’s a Small world” Ride.

3. Rhetorical Analysis  of text - Mary Roach’s “Stiff: The Curious Lives of Human Cadavers”

Rhetorical Rationale:

The reading and writing requirements of this class has already helped me improve the quality and 

clarity of my writing. I have always had an interest in writing, be it creative or formal. I have found 

myself, in my career and volunteering, with opportunities to write on the subjects for general 

information purposes. As I have written websites, forms, brochures and others informative works, I 

have found it difficult to simplify the information. I can see how this class is helping me with this 

problem, to think clearly, plan faster and get information out in an understandable format.

Reflective Essay

I struggled the most with this essay being that this was the first essay and I wasn't quite sure what was 



expected of me. Now that we have been in the class longer and I understand more about the 

“Rhetorical” process, I can see that the assignment clarified immensely when I understood who my 

target audience was. My audience was not the teacher or other students in the class, but my clients and 

prospective clients. I wanted them to understand why I have chosen and love my career as a massage 

therapist

I am the first to admit that the first draft was not the finest example of my work. I had gotten caught up 

in trying to figure out how to force a reflective writing into the framework of a formatted essay. After 

reading the other peer’s essays and reviews of my own work, I felt more confident on how to fix the 

flaws in the essay.  I gave it a title. Reworked the first two paragraphs completely watching closely at 

flow and pace. Stated a clearer thesis. A few more alterations and clarifications including a conclusion 

that restated the ideas in the thesis and I was done. What made me really happy was that it was 

reflective, so I really didn't have to worry about citations. 

Visual Analysis

I have to admit I had an absolute blast writing this essay. From the point of learning  the requirements 

of the assignment I knew what wanted to analyze; a piece of Disneyland concept art. After looking 

through my collection of  Disneyland books I settled on Mary Blair's iconic style and the ride “It’s a 

small world.”  At first I wanted to use many images, but the essay was quickly spinning into a book 

with all the things I wanted to point out and history I wanted to include. Finally I settled on one image 

and focused.

Researching the context was very interesting and I took pages of notes in my handy-dandy-yellow-legal 

pad. I set out in my outlining and bullet pointing the essay, but had to cut, cut cut!   Finally I had one 

image, only a  few points with specific examples of each, and the resolution to draw the reader into the 

real world reality of the ride. The message of the images was truly “peace through understanding” and 

the reality is that the ride has helped do just that. 



Moving form outlines to the actual essay, I wrote it like i was writing for someone who was already 

familiar with the basics of the conext; the ride, the fair, walt disney and such.  I imagined I was writing 

an article  for one of my favorite disney park fan sites www.mousplanet.com. In the end it was a clear 

essay, not the rambling book I was fearing it would become. Since the only real feedback I got was a 

single word “Outstandin.” I felt there really wasn’t much to change on  the revision. Just spelling, 

grammar and flow problems. 

Rhetorical Analysis

Choosing a book for this analysis was easy for me, “Stiffs” has been a favorite book of mine for years. 

I choose to write the essay as if I was writing a review for the book on Amazon, making sure to include 

the points necessary for the assignment. Context and objective flowed easily. Summarizing the text was 

difficult because of the nature of the book, it is not a story line or chronological. So  I decided to give 

the reader an vague understanding of the nature of the book and then focus in on a favorite chapter. 

Everything worked out well, and the piece fell together with a natural, and fun, conclusion. 

Little revision was really needed with this one. Of course some spelling and grammar fluctuations and 

some adjustments of flow. I am still a little worried about citations, I have never really had to use them 

before, and I  wasn't sure if I needed to include any for this particular text. 

Already this semester has been very informative and I feel I have grown as a writer. The only 

complaint is that I wish I could get more feedback. The peer evaluation groups is a good idea, but 

frankly I had no clue how to use the group forum, so I have been messaging back and forth between 

members instead of discussing it in there. A bigger help has been sitting down with members of my 

family and combing through the pieces. They have helped me see gaps in logic, and focus back down 

to the main arguments of the essay. 

http://www.mousplanet.com/


Essay Revisions:

1)Reflective Essay

Massage Therapy: A Rewarding and Touching Career Choice

Deciding to become a Licensed Massage Therapist has allowed me to help improve the quality of life 

of my clients, and myself. As a massage therapist there is always an opportunity to continue learning 

new skills and thus further my career. This study includes my lifelong fascination of how the human 

body works. Over the years as I apply this knowledge and skills, I have seen how massage benefits my 

clients life. I help them deal with physical pain, injury, stress and other chronic conditions. I am 

grateful massage benefits them, but it benefits my life in a tremendous way, by giving me a career I 

love.

My fascination with the human body started when I was 7 years old and I first learned about cadavers. 

My father and I were watching PBS one evening when the television programs switched from culinary 

to scientific. “Nova” was running an episode about Otzi a natural ice mummy found in the Alps. I 

watched, and squirmed, with fascination as the scientists tried to replicate the same conditions Otzi had 

gone through, to create an ice mummy of their own. I remember how the vivid image of a mans feet 

with a toe tag protruding from a pile of ice made me feel confused and intrigued. Upon seeing my 

discomfort, dad explained how some people donated their bodies for scientific research upon their 

deaths. They were called cadavers. At the ripe of age of 7 I told my father I wanted to be a cadaver 

when I died.

What I didn't tell him was that I had also decided then and there, that I wanted a career that would 



allow me to study the human body. Over the years my dream job plans went from nurse to doctor, to 

coroner, to surgeon. After a death of a cousin from kidney failure, I decided I didn’t want to deal with 

the heartache of patients dying on me. Massage Therapy would allow me to study the body, but not 

have to face death like I would in most medical careers.

After high school I took a year off from my education and worked full time to earn money for massage 

school. I researched all my local options for school and settled upon Healing Mountain Massage School 

in downtown Salt Lake City. A little more than a year later and I was a Nationally Certified Therapeutic 

Massage and Bodyworker.

I have worked in spas, clinics, with chiropractors and business. Now I am mostly self employed with 

clientele of my own. I never let my education get stale, I am constantly working on continuing 

education, I have taken online workshops, day classes, study various massage journals and magazines 

and more. I am happy to say that over the years I have racked up many biology credits, so much so I 

am now picking up generals to get an AAS in biology. Somewhere in the back of my mind, I imagine 

myself with a PH D in Anatomy and Physiology researching the effects of massage on the human body.

Knowledge is one thing, but applied knowledge is another. I have found as I apply my knowledge of 

massage it is beneficial to most of my clients and myself. I help ease pain and discomfort of physical 

problems, as well as stress and the emotional. Seeing my regular clients muscle tone change with 

regular massage is the greatest thing. They start with tight muscles, horrible posture, mis-aligned joints, 

headaches and more. As I work with them I see and feel the changes in the tissue structures. But the 

most rewarding part is when the client thanks me by telling me about the improvement themselves.

Massage Therapy has given me the opportunity to very literally touch peoples lives. It has given me the 



chance to continue to explore and study subjects of interest to me. It has given me a rewarding way to 

earn a living, and continually expand my mind.

2) Visual Essay

Peace Through Understanding 

From Mary Blair's Concept Art for “It's a small world” ride.

“Small World City” by Mary Blair

The 1964 Worlds Fair hailed its self as a universal and international exposition with a theme of “Peace 

Through Understanding”. Mary Blair's concept art for Disney's “It's A Small World” ride in the 

UNICEF pavilion presented by Pepsi played, to that theme perfectly. The bright colored patchwork of 

simplified shapes, scaled and identifiable multicultural icons of the world, filled with adorable children 

and animals, evoke a strong message of world peace. Focusing on similarities between nations and 



reminding the viewer that the world is truly a small place for all of us. This message through the 

fruition of her art in “it's a small world” ride in Disneyland California and subsequently all Disney 

theme parks, has not only touched the original audience of attendees to the world fair, but several 

generations of people, artists and children world round.

Mary Blair was a prominent artist, graphic designer, art director for Disney, and childrens illustrator. 

Her bold and emotional use of colors, shapes and composition continues to effect the art world today 

well past her death in 1971.

“Small World City”

The piece “Small World City” involves a bright mixture of architectural styles found around the world, 

incorporated into to a small area of space. At first glance it might appears as a simple bright patchwork 

piece without any significance. But interesting shapes seem to move forward and the eye recognizes 

associated shapes around it to form the buildings. The more you explore the image the more houses 

appear; Japanese pagoda, a Scottish castle tower, and a Dutch windmill are only a few examples of the 

archetypal styles found in this one piece.

Exploring deeper into the individual regions of the image you can see traditional folk art and symbols 

infused into the artwork. Examples of this; rosemailing, traditional Norwegian flowers in the 

Scandinavian section, dutch tulips, archways and domes of Arabia, and Scottish crosses in the castle 

portion. These details seem to bring the artwork to life. Giving more depth, and bringing it from a 

simple shapes, to a real representation of real places.

The bright colors reflect the colorful nature of the world. How even though there can be sharp and 

contrasting differences, that is what makes it beautiful. The bright colors and shapes are reminiscent of 



building blocks, or construction paper, like something a child could make. It plays to the pathos of the 

viewer saying “This is how we should teach children to view the world. A colorful and harmonious 

place to be. No matter our differences and similarities, we respect that we are essentially the same.”

The other images in the collection continue with such themes of color, shape, symbols as well as 

pointing out similarities and differences between our culture. Iconic landmarks and structures are taken 

down to the same scale level. The images are filled with happy children and animals, suggesting to the 

the audience that we should take care of the world, and be at peace for the sake of those who can not 

even take care of themselves. They are fun, lively and upbeat.

The style of the images translated well to the ride, and was met with such popularity that Disney 

decided to move it to Disneyland in 1966 when the worlds fair had ended. Since then the ride has been 

recreated across the Disney parks the world over. The popularity of the ride his further influences 

Disney merchandise, a whole series of childrens books, a line of Matel dolls, and been mimicked in 

popular culture and entertainment the world round. Mary Blair and her work has influenced and 

continues to influence artists. Even a Google Doodle was created to celebrate what would have been 

her 100th birthday on October 21, 2011.

Her concept art for It's a Small world truly fulfilled the need to express “ Peace through 

understanding.” and the bright colorful nature of the art has done so in a entertaining way. Generations 

of fans have had the opportunity to float through the real life product of this artwork. Allowing the 

imagery to influence their minds to think of this world as truly a ''small world after all.”

3) Rhetorical Analysis of Text



No Seriously, I am Recommending a Book About Dead Bodies!

“Gross, educational, and unexpectedly sidesplitting.” this quotation of a reviewer sat underneath a 

picture of a pair human feet and a large toe tag. The cover sold me alone, not to mention it came highly 

recommended from other anatomy enthusiasts like myself.  Mary Roach’s “ Stiff: The Curious Lives of 

Human Cadavers” has since become one of my favorite, and most recommended books. And I am not 

the only one.

From its first  publication by Norton paperback in 2004, this oddly educational and fun book about the 

postmortem body, has gained rave reviews and awards world round. It has been named “Best book of 

2003” by several and varying entities from NPR’S Science Friday’s  program to Entertainment Weekly. 

“Stiff’s” climbed the New York Times bestsellers list and has quickly became a fixture on bookshelves 

for science buffs and housewives alike. 

Mary Roach’s years as a freelance writer has given her the skills to communicate a broad subject in a 

concise, logical and interesting fashion. In this book she succeeded in organizing the subject matter into 

manageable chunks.The chapter images are quirky, and fun which is a relief when it could be so easy to 

find more gruesome corresponding images. The text is very well cited with pages of bibliography. 

Credit is fully given to all names and institutions involved. All in all making for a easy fun read. 

I found that the book informative, fascinating and fun, which is a difficult  feat when writing on a 

subject like dead human bodies. She skillfully weaves history, culture, humor, and science, while 

respecting the subject matter, and subjects themselves. The introduction helps to give you an 

understanding about why any author in their right might would dedicate a whole book to something as 

macabre as cadavers. Then even go as far as calling them super heroes. Roach logically points out how 



the dead has opened up doors to some of the biggest scientific discoveries of time. Because of this, the 

dead has truly helped improve the quality of life of the living. 

The book is not written in any chronological order, but the reader is entertained  and gets the sense of 

the vast amount of research that Roach had to prepare. She takes you on her own discovery of the dead. 

Delving into the past when human dissection was taboo, but people did it anyway. Stories of Body 

snatching, necrophilia, cannibalism, crucifiction, mummification and plastination fill its pages. She 

respectfully describes several scientific studies, university cadaver labs, crash test bodies, and even 

accidents that have lead to the safer world for us all. 

The chapters I found particularly interesting was on what happens, or can happen, to the human body 

after death entitled “Out of the fire, into the compost Bin - and other new ways to end up.” Natural 

decay and putrefaction are not your only option, neither is embalming process of which you learn in 

great detail, you can be burned in cremation, have your tissue melted away with lye then flushed, 

become plastic and put on display for gawking crowds as an art exhibit and more. But my personal 

favorite is a process where the body is flash frozen, shattered,  dehydrated, and all that remains of the 

remains, is placed in a cardboard box then  into the ground to fertilize a tree planted in behalf of the 

deceased. 

The final chapter of the book is Roach’s own conclusion what will happen when she herself becomes a 

stiff. Will she donate her body to be a cadaver in a university, be a skeleton in a classroom, a brain 

floating in formaldehyde in Harvard’s McLean Hospital’s Brain Bank? I choose not reveal it here. Read 

the book, see if you agree with her conclusion. She also leaves with the information a reader would 

need to donate their own body. This fun informative book reaffirmed the decision I made as a strange 7 



year old girl; I want to donate my body for science upon my death. But now I also think maybe I would 

like to save a bit of it to be frozen, shattered, dehydrated, and used to fertilize a lemon tree.   


